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Plugged in
Offices are filled iNith computers and gadgets that demanD power, So why do we nave
to go cravvlinq around on our hands and knS8S to plug stuff in undsl oUl dssks?
BY ROB KIRKBRIDE
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Produ Briefing

Offices are filled \vith comput-
ers mid gadgets that demand
power, So why do \ve have to

g'o crawling' around on our hands and
knees to plug stuff in under our desks?

If you believe power should be at
desk level, you arc not alone. Commu-
nications Integrators Inc.) a modular

pmver compmiy based in Tempe, Ariz.,
might have the perfect product for you.
The company has revamped its Sta-
tionlínk prod uct, a plug' and play po\ver
and data strip that attaches to the sur-
face of any desk or cubicle.
The old Stationlink was a square

metal box that \vas ugly but highly
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functionaL. The new Stationlink is a
sleek louking cluster of outlets that can
easily be taken apart and put back to-
gether like Leg'os, up to six circuits.

The Stationlink can connect to the
puwer in 3 panel, raised Boor or be
wired directly into the electric system
of a building. It works regardless of the
brand of desk or cubicle you use, The
centerpiece of the Stationlink glows

slígnlly 10 leiine iiser know ihe power
is on and iL is conneded correcLly.
"II is lolally modular," said Vice

PresiclenL Jon DUl1bauld. "The end
cap pops uff and there are female re-
ceptacles for puwer distributiun. At the
top and bottom, the blades can be re-
moved, It is keyed so it's impossible to
mix mid match unrelated circuits. And
i ls easy lOll se. VVe can have voice, dal a

mid power hooked up on the same day,"
The new Stationlink is just beginning

10 ship. Il is beingused for a large proj-
ect at the National Security Adminis-
tration.

The Stationlink can be used with any
manufacLurcr's product, buL Coml1U-
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nicatiuns Int(~graturs is "'lurking ""ith
manufacturns un links that ",-il mak(~
tl1(~ cunn(~ctiu n (~v(~n easkr. C urr(~ntly,
tl1(~ cumpany is wurking with H(~ITImn
Miller tu int(~grate Statiunlink tu tlw

cumpany's prupri(~tary cunn(~ctor at
tl1(~ raC(~"'lay Cummunicatiuns Inwgra-
turs plans tu ",-urk with a 11 th(~ majur

manufacturns tu mak(~ cumpatibility
(~asy

"Systems furnitur(~ has be(~n limited
to five \vires. We can do six circuits,"
Dumbauld said, "That means we can
bring a lut mure puwer tu the wurk
surfaces, It is a higher density sulutiun
and it works with standard flexible ca-
bling."

TI1(~ Statiunlink cunn(~cts tu tlw pand
with a custum T cunnectur, which al-
luws pU"'l(~r tu pass thru ugh th(~ rac('-
"'lay A splitt(~r is us(~d tu cunn(~ct ""ith
utl1(~r syst(~ms,

Cummunicatiuns Int(~graturs ",-il
display dw Statiunlink at N(~uCun in a

buuthitshares with Tat(~ Access Fluurs,

a cumpany it has lung partn(~r(~d with
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on power for raised floor systems.
Cummunicatiuns Int(~graturs has a

lung histury It was fu unded 20 y(~ars

agu un tlw uriginal Swtiunlink In
2000, tlw cumpany b(~gan tu d(~vdup
and sdl mudu Jar puw(~r and 'luic(' data
for raised flooring' jobs throug'h its al-
lianc(~ "'lith Taw, Yurk and Juhnsun
Cu ntru Is ar(~ alsu in'lu lv(~d in tl1(~ rais(~d
flooring' solution,

The cumpany rdauncl1(~d Statiun-
link as a way tu rdnvigunlt(~ that part
uf its market, "We wanted tu take that
same (uriginal Statiunlink) cuncept
and make mure aesthetically pleasing;'
Dumbauld said, "We were criticized by
d(~sigiwrs fur huw tl1(~ uriginal Statiun-
link luuk(~d, Tlwy didn't lik(~ it in tl1(~
wurkplac(~, Other thing w(~ want(~d tu

do is get people oITthe floor, \Vhen the
puw(~r is abuv(~, acc(~ss is su much (~asi-
(~r, It r(~ally r(~pr(~s(~nts th(~ n(~xt levd uf
mud uJarity"
\vhik sume pand systems du an

ad(~q uat(~ jub uf bringing puwer tu tl1(~

wurkstmiun, tlwy sum(~tim(~s fall shurt

T

ProductBriefing

uf mud(~rn pU"'l(~r n(~(~ds, Puw(~r strips
cr(~ate an unsightly m(~ss as "'lir(~s
hang und(~r tl1(~ desk and um b(~ kick(~d
around on the floor, "We \vanted to cre-
ate a chang(~ in the mind-s(~t of tlw of-

fice:' Dumbauld said.
In most cas(~s, adding Stationlink is

ch(~ap(~r than adding pow(~r to a pan-

d, Ev(~n in tl1(~ most (~xp(~nsiv(~ cas(~s,

Dumbauld said the cost of Stationlink
is equal to po"wring a pand Dqwnd-
ing on the configuration, Stationlink
costs ben'leen $85 and $100 for the set
up,

Communications Integrators hopes
tu partner ",-ith manufacturers and

provide Statiunlink as an OEM suppli-
er, but as uf now, tlw company is satis-
fied supplying' the product aftennarket.

Th(~ company also is taking its mod u-
Jar pO"'l(~r and data a st(~P furtl1(~r. It 1'('-
c(~ntly rd(~as(~d C u(~stlink for th(~ hospi-
tal and hospitality ind ustry, C u(~stlink

allows hospital pati(~nts and hotd
gU(~sts to plug thdr own d(~ctronic d(~-

vices into in-room wlevisions. i'
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